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JliGtREAT of the FRENOH. 



A HE last blow which was to extinguish the 
Liberty of Europe, was announced by the 
French with a pomp and splendour of prepara- 
tion, which raised the pride of the soldiers and 
the expectations of the partizani^ of the French 
system to the highest pitch ; some thought of 
nothing less than trampling on the ruins of 
Hussia, to pursue romantic expeditions to the 
distant countries of Persia and India. Napoleon 
had proudly declared that " the irresistible fate 
of Russia Was hurrying her oh to her fall. " He 
discovered the means of executing the plan 
which he had decreed for driving back the 
Muscovites beyond the deserts of Asia, ias bar- 
barous enemies of European civilization. His 
renown, his greatness, and formidable armies^ 
gave to his words all the importance and solem- 
nity of prophecy.— Language so presumptuous 
Was only calculated to impose more effectually. 
In fact the reflecting part of the people suffered 
themselves to be dra^vn into an implicit confi^ 
dence in the certainty of his political and miii- 
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tary schemes, whilst the lower orders redoubled 
their r.eliance upon the infallibility of them. 
Already the prophetic words of Napoleon ap- 
peared about to be accomplished ; as soon as the 
French army had reached the Niemen, the 
Russians retired on all sides, and abandoned the 
provinces North of Poland to the enemy : they 
soon after raised the standard of revolt, and re- 
united themselves to the French. 

Napoleon had promised his soldiers to lead 
them to Moscow. ** There, said he, will be 
the end of your labours and your . efforts ; 
there a glorious Peace and every species of 
enjoyment await you." The Emperor of the 
French, always dexterous in profiting by the 
first moment of illusion and terror to enforce 
what he terms a Peace, had directed all his 
operations in the intention of quickly seiz- 
ing Moscow, for he was no less confident than 
his soldiers, that it was in that capital a Peace 
was to be concluded. ^ His calculation was just 
to a certain degree — Moscow did fall into his 
power. Yet there was a slight error ; Peace was 
not concluded, which did not give a very 
favourable turn to his deep laid schemes. 

An incident which occurred some days before, 
and which did not fall in well with the correct- 
ness of his calculations, was the Battle of Boro^ 



dino. In this memorable day the Russians so 
well received Napoleon's veteran warriors (ac- 
cording to the favorite term of the Bulletins) 
that they in some measure lost their confidence 
in their habits o£ oonquest, and sent them more 
than 1 5 versts from the field of battle,, to congra- 
tulate their Emperor on .his victory. What the 
" victorious veterans" could not execute was 
equally impossible to the French fiulletins, 
although nothing withstands their intrepidity ; 
but their language was only prbpared for those 
who had not be^n in this battle. The Russians 
retired quietly and in good order ; they knew 
what they were doing; the French advanced with 
defiance. The good order of this retreat shewed 
that it was the result^ not of hard necessity, but 
a wisely concerted plan. The solitude of the 
towns and villages situated on the high roadi 
agreed but ill with the cordial welcome from the 
inhabitants which Napoleon had promised to 
his veterans. 

The occupation of Moscow without striking a 
blow appears at first a proof of the just views of 
the great man, but this city was no longer the 
capital of the Empire^ for with the exception 
of a few, the inhabitants had deserted it The 
enemy were in possession of only a heap of unin- 
habited houses, which soon became, by a voIuq- 
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^ry sacrifice, a mass of ashes and ruins ; to 
prove that this struggle was for life and death, 
and to testify the unshaken firmness of the 
Sovereign and the nation. In the mean time 
the Russian army, under the command of Field 
Marshal Prince Koutousoff,. had by a bold coun^ 
ter-march taHen an advantageous position at 
L^taschowka, between Kalouga and Moscow ; 
this manoeuvre was intended to cover the 
Southern provinces; whilst the army was 
strengthened by reinfor&ements which poured in 
on all sides, they harassed and weakened the 
enemy by daily conflicts. The Russian forces 
were numerous and enthusiastic ; in all parts of 
the empire the patriotic spirit of the people con- 
tributed to the raising new forces : whilst the 
Bulletins, fulfilling tl^eir accustomed tisisk, re^ 
ported every where that Russia was hastening 
to her end, that her armies yrere destroyed, that 
they were oqly composed of newly-raised militia, 
fragged out by force ; in short, that terror sio^ 
^ismay pervaded a|l ranjcs^ 

.Napoleon on his side circulated Proclama« 
tions to the inhabitants of Moscow and its en^ 
virons, by which he invited them to return 
peaceably to their homes, and to put themselvei; 
ynder the protection of the Great Nation, It h 
^ardlv to be conceived that such ^Uiiring invit^^T 
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tions should totally fail of effect ; but preceding 
wars had shewn how sacred the French held all 
property, and how far they respected temples 
and altars ; it is true that their conduct in this 
respect t^as supposed, by those who understood 
it, to proceed more from a certain levity, than 
from deliberate wickedness. After some fruit- 
less attempts at Peace, Napoleon thought that 
the Russians would treat only at Moscow : he 
had the generosity to offer to evacuate this 
city in ashes, upon condition of an Armistice, 
and to retire to Viazma, at which place the con- 
ferences relative to it should be held« This 
proposal was unsuccessful ; the Russians re- 
plied, that they were surprized to hear of Peace 
lind an Armistice at the very moment that the 
pampaign was terminating in their favour. 

The position of the French army was very 
critical; inclosed in a vast circumference, 
where the roads of Twer, Vladimir, Riazan, and 
Kalouga met, and surrounding the ashes of the 
capital which was itself the centre of conflagra- 
tions, it was placed as it were in a desert. The 
soldiers sallied out every day by thousands from 
the camp to pillage the city. Numbers dispersed 
* themselves throughout the suburbs for bread 
and forage. Whole troops of armed peasants 
ponpealed themselves in ambuscades, and daily 



killed multitudes of the marauders ; if they 
escaped it was only to fall into the hands of the 
Cossacks. Napoleon's situation became every 
day more difficult, the want of provisions more 
alarming, the murmurs of the soldiers moce sedi-^ 
tiouSi and the hopes of Peace hourly more distant. 
After remaining five weeks, the conqueror deter- 
mined to evacuate the capital ; he took care to 
say beforehand to his soldiers, ^ ^ I shall lead yom 
to your winter quar£ers ; if I meet the Russians 
in my way, I shall conquer them; if not, so 
much the better for them." But this prophetic 
language was no longer seasonable^ for the 
event proved, that he did meet the Russians^ 
and did not c<»]quer them ; and that it was to 
the advantage of the latter that they thus had 
encountered the French. 

On the 6th of October (Old Stile), at the 
break of day, the King of Naples was attacked 
at Tarontina, 80 versts from Moscow, and 
totally routed: 26 cannons, 2,000 prisoners, 
and an immense quantity of baggage, fell into 
the hands of the victors, and the King himsd^ 
escaped with great difficulty. Napoleon di- 
rected his march by the former route of Kalouga. 
By his dispositions, it might have been inferred, 
that he had no serious intention of forcing a 
way through this town, but that he intended 
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fr6fn the first to open a passage by the Dnieper, 
where his magazines were prepared ; and that 
he only marched to Kalouga to alarm and de* 
ceive the Russians by feigned movements. He 
thus gained time^ and the advantage of being 
in a parallel line with the great road to Smo- 
lensko, which had not yet been laid waste. 
Instead of misleading Prince KoutousofT by 
this manoeuvre, the French were suddenly 
surprised by the Russian army at Maloiarosla- 
Ivitz, where the Field Marshal, who had quitted 
his station, arrived on the Uth of October 
(Old Stile), in the first part of the night The 
battle was continued with great ardour on the 
152th, between the 6th corps of the Russian 
army and the 4th of the French, the remainder 
of the forces on either side not being engaged. 
This day, so glorious to the Russians, entirely 
defeated the devices, and stratagems of Napo- 
leon, and thwarted all his plans : instead of de- 
ceiving the Russians, he was deceived by them ; 
instead of drawing them from the high road^ 
he found himself obliged to lead his troops by 
counter-marches through a difficult neighbour- 
hood ; instead of quietly reaching his winter 
quarters, he had not a moment to lose in secur- 
ing a speedy retreat ; in short, instead of choos- 
ing whichever road he pleased, he found him- 
self obliged to follow one route, that is to say, 
the desert he had himself laid waste. 
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The French army effected a retreat to Mo* 
jaisk, on the 1 4th of October (Old Stile), by 
Vereia and Borowsk. Twenty regiments of 
Cossacks, commanded by General Platoff, the 
Vanguard composed of two corps of infantry^ 
iindei" the command of General Miloradowitz, 
immediately went in pursuit of it. The main 
army of the Russians advanced to the left, in a 
parallel line with the great route, whefe provi- 
sions and forage were to be found in abundance. 
The nearest magazines belonging to the French 
were atSmolensko;,Mdoiaroslawitzis more than 
350 versts from that place. How to march this 
distance without provision of any kind^ with an 
exasperated enemy in close pursuit, was the 
problem which the Frendh had td solve ; they 
were indebted for all those difficulties to their 
chief, whose hopes rather than his foresight 
must have led him to expect some gross mistake 
On the part of the Russians ; and who neglect- 
ing in consequence the precautionary measures 
of a General anxious for the welfare of his:sdl- 
diers, as a father for his children, finally led his 
army to destruction. 

A prompt retreat, to be really sd, can be ef- 
fected only where the distance is proportionally 
small ; if it take place in a donntty of bound- 
less extent, all precipitation then becomes 
fatal, for it is the natural effect of manoeuvres 
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of this sort iliore or less to discourage the 
soldier ; the greater the distance and speed, the 
more they tend to abate tlie true spirit which 
animates him. This is an evil more to be feared 
for an army than all the bodily sufferings tO" 
which it is generally exposed. Napoleon acted 
directly in opposition to this principle, and he 
suffered for his imprudence by the loss of his 
army and his military reputation. The famine 
soon began to be so severely felt by the French 
army> that the troops divided themselves into 
marauding parties, who plundered and ravaged 
on all sides for several versts from the high 
road ; the horses died by thousands, and they 
were obliged to burn immense numbers of their 
carriages, which had no longer any cattle to 
draw them^ 

All the inhabitants of the villages under the 
government of Moscow and Kalouga had taken 
arms, to revenge the miseries they had suffered, 
and they daily murdered the plundering parties, 
who were more and more harassed by the 
indefatigable Cossacks. The enemy was 
obliged to follow the great- road without daring 
to deviate from the track. The main army 
had little else than the flesh of their horses for 
food ; hundreds of soldiers perished every day 
from hunger and fatigue ; they were obliged to 
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Uk6 the' horie« belanging to the cavalry to 
draw the artillery ; pieces of camion were daily 
abandoned pr buried in the ground : in short 
the misery was extreme, and in its dreadful 
progress presented a prospect of increasing 
horror. 



On the 42d of October (Old Stile) there was 
a sharp engagement at Viaxma^i with the rear- 
guard. The 1st corps, commanded by Marshal 
Davottst, and part of the 4th, were driven be-' 
yood Viaema, and pursued even in the night, 
with the loss of 25 cannons^ many thousand 
men, as many killed as wounded or taken pri*^ 
soners : the town itself, sharing the fkte of 
others through which the French bad passed, 
was reduced to ashes. It was then the severity 
of the cold first began to be felt, and became 
a new source of misery to tke French army, 
Haviog no food but firosen horse fleshy no 
i^trong Uqtu^rsi no winter garments, keeping 
guard m the midst of ice and snow, these ex- 
tremities were beyond aU human strength to 
support. Every night many hundreds perisbed 
t>y the frosty and as many by fatigue ; heapa 
of dead bodies shewed the track of the army : 
whole troops of soldiers, threw away their arme 
and baggage ; alt ordet and disciplimke were 
forgotten ; the sddier had csQased tc> regard bis 
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officer, ai»d the olBcer the sQidicr j «v6ry man 
wM fio intent on his own preservatkm, that ho 
no longer rtmemb^ed his station, and became 
equally unaMe io wmmm^ and to obey. 

Ainongs^ these motley troc^^ consisting o^ 
all the regiments mingled without order^ those 
only were dittinguishable which conducted the 
baggage, and these were continually attacked 
and pillaged by the Cossacks, who encountered 
them in every direction* Such had been their 
want of foresight, that they had not even pro- 
vided in case of frost the means of rough shoe* 
ing the horses, which harassed as .they were« 
could hardly keep their feet on a slippery road. 
Twelve or fifteen were employed to draw one 
single piece, and the least rising ground was an 
insurmountable obstacle* The cavalry were un- 
able to furnish any more, for t))ey were, with 
the exception of a few regiments of guards, 
obliged to go on foot ; of course the artillery 
could no longer be forwarded. The 4th corps 
left theirs at Dorogobuscb, consisting of more 
than 100 pieces ; the 1st and Sd had in like 
manner lost more than 400 after the arrival of 
the forces at Smolensko. The army, which went 
from Moscow 100,000 strong, mustered at 
Smolensk hardly 60,000, half of which were al- 
most without arms, 
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The enemy were two days at Smolensko^ each 
signalised by pillage, flames, and horrible con* 
fusion ; the magazines which they found there 
proved but a temporary succour, for the por-r 
tion fixed for each day, consisting only of flour, 
was devoured in a moment by the famished 
soldiers. There were numbers who were unable 
to make use of what they had obtained, for 
every man was obliged to dispute with those 
who snatched it from him ; a distributipii of 
fire arms had also been announced;^ but few 
soldiers appeared to receive them. Mean- 
while the Russian army advanced from Jelna 
by Smolensk© to Krs^snoi, in order to precede 
the enemy. Arriving towards night on the 4th 
of November (Old Stile) they took their 
station seven versts from the town, where the 
Fi'ench army had arrived the same day. The 
engagement began on the 5th ; Napoleon had 
already marched forward with the greatest part 
of his guards, who were the only troops now 
under military discipline ; the 1st and 4th corps 
Avere engaged, and soon routed after small re- 
sistance, with a considerable loss of killed and 
wounded ; 25 cannons, half the arms which then 
remained, many thousand prisoners, a great 
number of eagles and colours, and the biton of 
Marshal p^ivoi^st, fell into the hands of th^ 
VJPtPrs. , 
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The 3d troop, commanded by* Marshal 
ifey, about 15,000 strong, and which since they 
left Viazma composed the vanguard, were still 
a day behind in their march. Napoleon and 
his Generals were ignorant of the advance of the 
Russian army to Krasnoi, which induced Mar- 
shalNey, when he arrived on the 6th, to believe, 
that the obstacles which impeded his progress 
were only parties sent out to reconnoitre ; he 
was therefore greatly surprised and mortified at 
being summoned to surrender. ** The day will 
be ours,'' said he to the deputation sent to him, 
and he immediately began the attack. The 
event wad soon decided : in less than an hour 
all. the' troops under his command were dis- 
persed, and some thousands of killed and 
wounded remained on the field of battle ; about 
11,000 by detachments surrendered in succes- 
sion, and the Marshal himself escaped by the 
Dnieper with some hundreds of soldiers. This 
body of men had more than 20 cannons, and 
not one artillery man. ' An immense booty was 
taken in this engagement, and the greatest 
part of the spoils saved from the flames at Moscow 
fell again into the hands of the Russians. 

The retreat -of the French may be divided into 
three times or periods, which notwithstanding a 
pontinuation of evil throughout, were each dis- 
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tinguished by peeultar featurea. Tlie first ended 
at Krasnoiy with a loss on the side of the enenay 
of 40,000 prisoners; amongst tbem were 87 
Generals, about 500 cannons, 31 colours, and 
considerable spoils. This great army, but lately 
so formidable, was reduced to about 30,000 
men, of which hardly 10,000 were able to bear 
arms, only 25 cannons wisre left^ and tl^ ea-* 
valry had long been annihilated. The RussiaM 
presented a very different spectacle : they mua^ 
tered more than 70,000 well disciplined m^i, 
amongst which were 16,000 cavalry and $00 
pieces of cannon. Whilst the French w^re 
overwhelmed with an accumulation of misery^ 
and the shame of a flight so ignominious af* 
dieted the real soldier with vexation and despair^ 
their Bulletins constantly maintmned the sam^ 
style of composure and boasting. They affected 
to speak of the events of the campaign with un- 
common assurance : they cited letters from 
Moscow dated the 8th (though it had been 
evacuated on the 6th) representing Napoleon 
and his guards in quiet possession of the ca|>itaU 

These same letters announced that some de, 
tached corps, after a slight resistance, were 
already masters of Twer, Toula^ *attd Kaloiiiga. 
As for the battle of Taroutina, they announced 
that the King of Naples had given the 
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a memorable lessor, and that the attack of the 
French cavalry was most glorious. By this 
lesson the redoubtable King of Naples learnt to 
appreciate those who gave and those who ren 
ceived it. And with regard to the famous 
attack of the cavalry, they had the modesty to 
agree that the Cossacks had (certainly in a most 
disloyal manner) charged the troops of horse- 
men and French dragoons. At last, when thejr 
touched on the famous retreat, all the friends of 
France had the satis£a,ction of hearing, by the 
S5tli Bulletin^ that Napoleon was going to lead 
his army (who so well deserved it) to their 
winter-quarters at Smolensko; that the Rns^ 
sians would not dare to expose themselves so 
far as to molest the march, conducted in the 
greatest order ; that this same army (then 
actually reduced to despair) was in excellent 
condition, with every thing in abundance,, 
singularly favoured by the season, and that the 
Emperor had displayed such superior skill in re- 
gulating this movement, the object of which was 
to gain winter-quarters, that it might be 
looked upon as an offensive operation'against 
Petersburgh, because Smolensko thus becoming 
the centre of action, they were less distant from 
the new capital than the old. 

No Bnllettin ever published such falsehoods 
with such assurance, never was language so 
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dishonoured by such an abuse of words. The 
most horrible confusion was termed good order ; 
frightful despair was called peace and good will ; 
miserable wretches expiring in the agonies of 
hunger w^re represented as in the midst of. 
plenty^ and the signal vengeance of heaven as 
its greatest blessings* Ten thousand victims of 
cold and hunger gave a very different interpre- 
tation to this favour of the Almighty so infa^ 
mously blasphemed. Notwithstanding their 
deplorable conditioui the French soldiers would 
have been amused if they had known that theif 
unhappy flight was transformed into a* move- 
ment which threatened Petersburg. The only 
expression at all consonant with truth was perhaps 
the term of " winter quarters they had so well 
deserved, '*^ for this very reward for all the 
cruelties they had committed was the scourge 
which at once overwhelmed the army* 

The second period of the retreat began at 
Krasnoi, and finished at Beresina ; it compre- 
hended a space of 1 83 versts. A less gloomy 
prospect seemed now opening to the French* 
In the first place, they expected at the Dnieper 
a re-union of the forces of Victor, Dombrowsky, 
and the remainder of those of Oudinot, consist- 
ing altogether of about 30, 000 men. Secondly, 
the pursuit, the activity of which they had so 
much experienced, seemed to be slackened 
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i^incie the ehgagemcBt on the 6th with Marshal 
Ney, Thirdly, they haid reached the line of 
the magazines, and a country which they might 
look upon as devoted to their interests.-—* 
Fourthly, the severity of the weather wa5 a 
little abated : but all these advantages and 
consolations vanished at the intelligence of the 
arrival of Admiral TscbitSchagofF at Minsk, to 
meet the French army on the banks of the Be* 
resina; and that Count Wittgenstein, rein- 
forced by General Steinheil, was also approach* 
ing with the Moldavian army. The movements 
of these united forces opened to the enemy a 
new source of danger, the I^ast of which was a 
repetition of the events of the preceding day at 
Krasnoi. Napoleon, comprehending the full 
extent of his danger, found that the only way 
now left was to hasten his march towards the 
Beresina. On his arrival at Orcha, he found de- 
puties from the Government of MohilefF as- 
sembled there to receive his orders. The Em- 
peror, generally jealous of this sort of homage, 
sent them back to their post without deigning 
to receive them, for he knew that it was neces- 
sary to put on an imposing appearance before 
people of this description, and that the sight 
of so small a train as that now before them could 
only be productive of the worst effects : he had 
also particular reasons for'not exposing his army 



20 

^o view, because this $ame army, ia its rapid 
lateral movement towards Petersburg,, had ra- 
ther lost its order, and the cold had obliged 
some to disguise themselves in priest's garments, 
and others in women's clothes, which was far 
from resembling the military costume of such 
renowned warriors. 

As soon as Napoleon had concentrated around 
him t}ie abovcmentioned reinforcements, he 
sent the Polonese towards the left to BorisofF, 
which place Admiral TschitschagoiF had already 
occupied, and stationed the corps of Victor on 
the right, opposite to General Wittgenstein. 
Protet^ted by these detachments, he arrived on 
the 13th with the rest of his army on the banks 
of the Beresina, threw a bridge over at Tcmbin, 
15 versts above BorisofF, and passed the rivec 
without loss of time. The horrors of this pas* 
sage, which lasted two days, will never be for- 
gotten by the French soldiers. At first they 
rushed tumultuously forward, for the army had 
long ceased to march in regular order, and a 
great number perished in the river ; but when 
the Russians advanced, routing the corps of 
Victor and Dombrowsky, all at once rushed 
in despair^ towards the bridge, the scene of 
horror and confusion was at its height. The 
baggage, the trains of artillery, the draught 
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liorseSy the cavalry, the infantry, all pressed 
forward to cross the river : the strongest over- 
threw the weakest, and forced him into the 
flood, or trampled him under foot. Officers and 
soldiers, alike dismayed, endeavoured only to 
save themselves ; ' hundreds were crushed tO/ 
death by the artillery; some sought the nar-' 
rowest part of the river to swim over, and fell 
l>enumbed with cold ; others attempted to pass 
on blocks of ice which floated about, and 
plunged in at once ; all around were cries of 
death and terror, but none of succour. At last, 
when the Russian batteries opened upon the 
bridge and banks of the river, the passage was 
entirely cut off^; a whole division of 7,500 men, 
of Victor's corps, with five Gener^ils, surren- 
dered by capitulation ; many thousands were 
drowned and killed; aii immense number of 
artillery and baggage remained on the left bank 
of the river. Such was the conclusion of the 
second period, the result of which was 20,000 
prisoners, nearly 200 pieces of cannon^ and a 
considerable booty. 

That system of police is undoubtedly well 
organised, which can conceal from the people 
the knowledge of events which most nearly in- 
terest them ; the French, who have now carried 
this art to the utmost perfectiouy by tliis event 
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learnt it at their own cost Wherever there 
were any troops, they knew nothing of the 
multiplied defeats of the army. 

Wilna, now become the centre of the newly 
confederated provinces, was favoured by a more 
than ordinary care, and long continued in ab- 
splute ignorance of what was passing around. 
The pepple actually believed the falsehoods of 
the 25th Bulletin; it is true they were alarmed at 
hearing that the Moldavian army had taken pos* 
session of Minsk, and was directing its course 
to BorisofF. Their fears however subsided on 
learning from the Wilna Gazette that the march 
of the !(lus^ian army accorded exacted with 
Napoleon's plan, and that it was precisely the 
event which would hasten its destruction. But 
the cessation of couriers from the army occa- 
sioned a renewal of agitation and dread. After 
haying been twelve whole days without any in- 
telligence, thie Duke of Bassano sent a young 
Polonese, disguised, it is said, as a woman, to 
learn something of the army. He returned five 
days after, ^x\A brought (to the delight of the 
French) the account set forth by the gazettes ^ 
that he found the Emperor at the^Beresina in 
the best temper imaginable, and on the point 
of marching against Admiral Tschitschagoff, 
>vho had blindly fallen into the snare which 
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jthey had spread for him, and that the Emperor 
bad with him only half his army ; he had left 
the others at Smolensko, having no need of 
them. Some days after, the great man arrived 
in person, and his clandestine journey gave full 
scope for the comments which this strange in- 
telligence naturally produced. 



The third period of the retreat was from the 
Beresina to the Niemen, and thence into 
Prussia ; though it appears more disastrous for 
the French, by reason of their late distresses, it 
is (to use a military term) more devoid of in^ 
terest, for it resembled a regular chase along 
the high road. About 40,000 men who had 
saved some artillery, passed the Beresina, 
but in what a deplorable state were these un^ 
happy wretches ! A severe frost put the finish- 
ing stroke to their distress : they had no longer 
strength to support such complicated sufferings, 
and threw away their arms and baggage ; the 
greater part had neither boots nor stockings, 
they muffled themselves up in blankets, and 
twisted pieces of old hats round their feet ; each 
endeavoured to defend his head and shoulders 
from the cold with any thing he could find ; 
some had old sacks, others mats and skins of 
animals just flayed, and happy h^ who could 
iind any tatters of ^ur. 
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The officers and soldiers, benumbed by the 
excessive cold, with their faces and arms en* 
tirely covered^ moved dose together ; the sol- 
diers of the guard differed in no irespect firom 
the others : they were in tatters, witbout SitmSf 
and dying with hunger; all resistance was 
impossible-^ the name only of a Cossack wa» 
sufficient to make whole columns fly, and a few 
might take hundreds of the fugitives^ Tlie 
loute of the army was strewed with corpses; 
each nightly post resembled in the morning a 
field of battle ; as soon as one sunk from fatigue 
bb comrades instantly stripped him, whilst still 
alive, to cover themselves with the fragmentsof 
bis clothing. All the houses and bams were 
burnt ; the land^ which botemarks of conAa^ 
gration were covered with dead bodies, for 
those who bad been able to reach thus far, not 
having strength to retire as the . flames spread, 
were overtaken and consumed. The roads 
were lined with prisoners who. needed no guard. 

To these horrors succeeded greater. Pale 
^r\d disfigured with smoke the soldiers ranged 
themselves round the fire like spectres, upon 
the corpses of their comrades, until they all fell, 
and added to the hourly sacrifice. Numbers 
whose feet were naked, covered with sores, and 
almost usetess, could scarcely crawl along; 
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Others had lost their speech ; some from exoess 
of cold and hunger bi^came so frantic that they 
cither roasted and eat the flesh from the bodies 
of their dead companions, or from their own 
leg$ and arms. Some not having strength to 
bring wood for fuel, sat down on the bodies of 
their comrades near a small firci by which they 
perished. In this state of insensibility, some, 
moving mechanically towards the flames for 
warmth, voluntarily burnt themselves with 
dreadful cries, and w^e followed by others who 
shared the same fate ; in short only those wbo 
had the misery of witaessingM horrible a scene 
can form an id^ of such complicated sufferings, 
of which no parallel can be found in the annals 
<rf the world. The division of Wilna, under 
GcMcral Lois(Mi, was arrived from Konigsberg.; 
it was 10,000 strong, mostly Germans, and: had 
been sent beit^re the army to Oszmianay 50 
versts from Wilna, to protect the retreat ; in 
less than four days, without having fought, this 
division was reduced to 3000, only by the fa;:; 
tigues of marching and keeping guard ; thes« 
. remains were either cut to pieces or nmde pri-*^ 
soners before the last mentioned town. 

Napoleon, the deliverer of Poland, the 
thunder of whose artillery the Bulletins had bat 
lately declared, should be hesurd even ia Asia^ 
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t)a$sed Wilna on the S4th incogfiito^ and in th6 
meanest equipage. From the 26th to the 28th 
the army filed off in most terrible disorder, 
filling the streets with dead bodies ; they werd 
beheld by the inhabitants with pity and dertsioti ; 
but in the morning of the 28th, when the fatal 
cry was heard of ** Cossacks, Cossacks," and 
the soldiers issuing from the houses, rushed 
towards the gates of the city, to escape by 
flight, the Jews without distinction of age at* 
tacked them ; they directed their fury particu- 
larly against the guards, from whom they had 
experienced the greatest cruelty, and killed a 
great number. This preserved the city from 
fire and pillage, the first since Moscow which 
had escaped that fate. From Wilna the Frendh 
reached Kowno, scarcely 25,000 men passed 
the Niemen, most of the artillery had been left 
before the former city, and the rest remained 
at this place. 

The result of these three periods was the cap- 
ture of above 100,000 men, including 50 Ge- 
nerals, and about 900 pieces of cannon. The 
Cossacks are continuing in close pursuit from 
Kowno, but few of the fugitives will reach the 
Vistula ; and if they accomplish it, they cannot 
survive after having escaped ^o many perils. 
Tlie soldiers are too much exhausted by fatigue 
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iiot to ^lok 'Under it, even with rest and good 
treatment ; we have daily instances of it in the 
prisoners, who die after the first good meal, not 
having strength to support it. 

Such is the end of Napoleon's haughty and 
extravagant enterprise: thus has he fulfilled 
the promises which were thought to be pro- 
nounced % to trtitkting'orade. Vt is n^t Russia, 
but the tyrant who invaded her, who is ** hur- 
*^ ried on by his irreftistifolv fate/' His fall is 
the signal of the restoration of liberty to captive 
Europe V his fame, liis fortune, have sunk be- 
fore ihe just cause which the !Emperor Alexan- 
der has sustained with such heroic firmness. 
The judgments which have Fallen upon this 
army and its chief, are proportioned to the 
atrocity and vJllainy which wHl point them ont 
to future ages as the greatest sconrge which 
ever visited mankind. 

St. Petersburghy Jan. 25 j 1813. 
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